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SUBJECT: ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN CALLS FOR SINGLE PARTY 
REF: A. 76 DACCA 6302; B. DACCA 4311 

1 . ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SMALL JATIYO 
(NATIONAL) LEAGUE AND ONE OF BANGLADESH'S MOST SENIOR 
POLITICIANS, ISSUED A LONG PRESS STATEMENT JULY 3 1ST 
CALLING FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS AND, PERHAPS MORE SIGNIFI- 
CANT, THE CREATION OF A SINGLE POLITICAL PARTY. "WE MEAN 
TO ASSIST THE GROWTH OF A MODERATE CENTER", HE DECLARED. 

"BY A BROAD-BASED PARTY, WE DO NOT MEAN A MOTLEY 
COLLECTION OF HETEROGENEOUS ELEMENTS WITH IRRECONCILABLE 
POLITICAL VIEWS FLOCKING TOGETHER AS A MATTER OF 
POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY." INSTEAD, ATAUR EXPLAINED, "WE 

MEAN TO WELD A GROUP OF SEVERAL GROUPS OF NATIONALISTIC 
AND DEMOCRATIC ELEMENTS WITH SIMILAR BELIEFS." 
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2. ATAUR'S PRESS RELEASE, WHICH SEEMED PART CAMPAIGN 
SPEECH AND PART PARTY MANIFESTO, SUGGESTED THAT "A 
PARTY WITH REQUISITE LEADERSHIP, STRENGTH AND SUPPORT OF 
THE MASSES WOULD COMPEL THE GOVERNMENT TO THE REALIZATION 
THAT EARLY ELECTIONS TO INITIATE A DEMOCRATIC PROCESS 

IS NOT ONLY DESIRABLE BUT AN INESCAPABLE FACT." HE 
CAUTIONED THOSE WHO ARE IN POWER TODAY "EITHER BY ACCIDENT 
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OR FATE" TO SHOULDER THE RESPONSIBILITY TO BEGIN THE 
PROCESS. OTHERWISE, HE WARNED, THE POLITICAL VACUUM NOW 
EXISTING IN THE COUNTRY WILL LEAD TO STRIFE AND THE COUNTRY 
WILL "MOVE FROM CHAOS TO CHAOS" AND DEMOCRACY WILL BE 
DELAYED INDEFINITELY. 

3. THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME FOR ATAUR TO SUGGEST A 
UNIFIED POLITICAL MOVEMENT. LAST DECEMBER, HE CONVENED 
THE NATIONAL SOLIDARITY AND RESISTANCE COMMITTEE (REFTEL), 
COMPOSED OF CENTER AND LEFT POLITICAL FIGURES. AT THE 
TIME, MANY OBSERVERS SURMISED THAT ATAUR HAD HAD SOME 
GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGEMENT, AS IT WAS THEN WIDELY BELIEVED 
THAT ZIA WAS LOOKING FOR A NON-CONTROVERSIAL SENIOR 
POLITICIAN AS A "PRIME MINISTER" OR "SENIOR ADVISOR" IN 
ORDER TO GIVE SOME POLITICAL BASE TO HIS GOVERNMENT. IN 
THE ENSUING MONTHS, ATAUR'S COMMITTEE BECAME MORIBUND, 

BUT THE RUMORS OFHIGH APPOINTMENT CONTINUED. WITH HIS 
CURRENT STATEMENT, THERE ARE AGAIN SUGGESTIONS THAT HE 
HAD ZIA'S SUPPORT. PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR ATAUR'S CALL HAS COME 
FROM ONLY TWO OR THREE EQUALLY TINY PARTIES, ALTHOUGH 
THE ENGLISH PRESS HAS GIVEN THE SUPPORT WIDE PUBLICITY. 

4. COMMENT: ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN, ALTHOUGH A SENIOR 
POLITICIAN, COMMANDS VERY LITTLE POLITICAL SUPPORT. HE NEEDS 
ZIA A LOT MORE THAN ZIA NEEDS HIM. ATAUR'S MAIN ATTRACTIONS 
AT PRESENT ARE THAT HE IS NON-CONTROVERSIAL AND WELL KNOWN 
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FROM HIS DAYS AS CHIEF MINISTER OF EAST PAKISTAN JUST 
BEFORE AYUB TOOK OVER. IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT ATAUR IS 
ANXIOUS TO PLAY THE ROLE OF SENIOR STATESMAN IN BANGLADESH, 
AND HIS CALL FOR A UNIFIED PARTY IS A MANIFESTATION OF 
THAT AMBITION. WHAT IS OF INTEREST IS THAT THE GOVERNMENT- 
OWNED ENGLISH PRESS IS GIVING HIS STATEMENTS WIDE 
COVERAGE. HOWEVER, HIS MOVE DOES NOT FIT IN WITH THE MORE 
PLAUSIBLE (EVEN IF REMOTE) POSSIBILITY THAT ZIA MAY LOOK 
TO THE CONSERVATIVE (AND BETTER ORGANIZED) FACTION OF THE 
AWAMI LEAGUE AND EXK DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE FORCES (SEE REFTEL B). 
SINCE SENDING THAT MESSAGE WE HAVE FURTHER REPORTS THAT ZIA 
MAY BE STIMULATING A RIGHT OF CENTER MERGER UNDER HIS 
AEGIS. ATAUR'S SUPPORT APPEARS TO BE COMING PRIMARILY FROM 
THE LEFT. 

BERGESEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY UNITY, PRESS RELEASES, POLITICAL PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 05-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DACCA04345 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770283-0332 
Format: TEL 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770894/aaaadblm.tel 

Line Count: 109 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7f017061-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 DACCA 6302, 77 DACCA 431 1 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1702065 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN CALLS FOR SINGLE PARTY 

TAGS: PINT, SOPN, BG, JATIYO (NATIONAL) LEAGUE, (KHAN. ATAUR RAHMAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7f01 7061 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



